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a7 Several Members, as, Dr. Clarke, Edm4 


Morton Pleydel, Sir Edward Degbouverie, 
n Middleron, Thomas Horner, Thomas 


Furneſe,, Sir John 


were confin'd in Bed by liineſs, and could nos 


poſſibly attend, the' zealous againſt the Bill, 
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Sir Thomas Pendergraſy was not rumd till the Queſtion was aarricd in the Committee, bot appeared on the Report, and Vored for the Lr. 4 Kt 4 
Francis Knoll abſent on the Comminee, but appeared on the Report, and Vored againſt the Exciſe. | 3:2 


VN. B. On the Reer of the Exciſe-Bill, Six Thomas Loweber declared he bad alter'd his Opinion, and Voted for the Bill. 1 
| 2 5 
On the Report, Lord Tyrconne/ declared be was convinc d the Bill was not a good one, and Voted againſt it. x 
Nuere, Whether Mr. Pottioger, in ſeveral intermodiate Steps relating to the Exciſe, did not Vo with the Courr? . | 
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| | . | On Monday laſt; ata Meeting of the Common-Council of this City, the Right Ho- | 


nourable the LORD MAYOR. was pleas d to introduce the Bulineſs of the Day 
ia the following Words: | 2 


 GBNTLEMEN, 35 


RE is a Bill depending in the Houſe of Commons, (a Copy of which I have pro- 
| eur d) laying an Inland Duty on Tobacco; which Duty, it is univerſally agreed, 
will prove extremely detrimental to the Trade and Commerce of this Great City, as 
well as to That of the whole Nation. And as the High Station, which I have the 
Honour tobe in, obliges me'to be watchful over every Thing that may affe& the 
Intereſt of my Fellow-Citizens, I ſhould think Myſelf wanting in my Duty, if I ne- 
glected to call you together on this Extraordinary Occaſion, that you might have 
an Opportunity to deliberate on an Affair of ſuch Importance, wherein our Liber- 


wa of ty and our Property are ſo eſſentially concerned. 
And the Bill being read, the following Petition was agreed to unanimouſly, oi. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain 


in Parliament aſſembled, 


The Humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, un and Commons of the City of © 


LonDoN in Common Council aſſembled. 


HAT your Petitioners obſerve in the Votes of this Honourable Houſe, that a 
| Bill has been brought in, purſuant to the Reſolutions of the Sixteenth Day of 
March, for Repealing 
the Britifh Plantations, and for granting an Inland Duty in Lieu thereof. 

Tnar they preſume therefore in all Humility, by a reſpectful Application to this 


Houſe, to expreſs, as they have already done, in ſome Meaſure, by their Inſtructions 


to their Members, the Univerſal Senſe of the City of London, concerning any fur- 
ther Extenſion of the Laws of Exciſe. "OR D 
Tnar the Burthen of Taxes already impoſed on every Branch of Trade, howe- 
ver chearfully borne, is ſeverely felt; but that your Petitioners apprehend this Bur- 
then will grow too. heavy to be borne, if it be encreas d by ſuch vexatious and op- 


e Methods of levying and collecting the Duties, as they are aſſured by melan- 
choly Experience, that the Nature of all Exciſes muſt neceſſarily produce. _ 9 


Tnar the Merchants, Tradeſmen and Manufacturers of this Kingdom have ſup- 
ed themſelves under the Preſſure of the Exciſe Laws now in Force, by the com- 
Ytable and reaſonable ExpeRation, that Laws, which nothing but publick Neceſſity 
could be a Motive to enact, would be repealed in Favour of the Trade of the Na- 


tion, and of the 3 of the Subject, whenever that Motive ſhould be removed, 


a8 your Petitioners preſume it effectually is, by an undiſturb'd Tranquillity at Home, 
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"pray, That this Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to hear them by ny or 
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a general Peace ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd Abroad. | 


Tar if this Expectation be entirely taken away; if the Exciſe Laws, inſtead o 


being repeal d, are extended to other * of Merchandize, not yet Exciſed, and 

your Petitioners cannot, in Juſtice to tem 
ſelves, to the Merchants, Tradeſmen and Manufacturers of the whole Kingdom, and 
to the general Intereſt of their Country, conceal their Apprehenſion, that the moſt 


a Door open d for extending them to all. 


fatal Blow, which ever was given, will be given, on this Occaſion, to the Trade and 
Navigation of Great Britain, that great Spring from which the Wealth and Proſpe- 


| rity of the Publick flows, will be obſtructed, the Mercantile Part of the Nation will 
become not _ leſs able to Trade to Advantage, but unwilling to Trade at allz. 
Pe o can enjoy all the Privileges of a Bri:i/ Subject out of Trade, even 
with a ſmall Fortune, will voluntarily renounce ſome of the moſt valuable of thoſe: "I 


for no Perſon w 


Privileges, by ſubjecting himſelf to the Laws of Excife. 


Tua r your Petitioners are able to ſhew, that theſe their Apprehenſions are fung 4 } 


ed both in Experience, and in Reaſon; and therefore your Peritionets. 9 
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